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21st Judged Iris Show Winners 
by Nelda Moore 
 
For the second consecutive year a Louisiana Iris won the Queen of Show when the Iris Society of Austin presented its 
21st judged show in cooperation with the American Iris Society Saturday, April 17, in the Zilker Botanical Garden 
Auditorium.  Fifteen exhibitors provided 82 entries for the successful event. 
 

• 'Laura Louise,' voted the Best Louisiana, the Best Yellow, and Queen of the Show, captured the trophy--a glass 
punch bowl that could be changed into a cake plate. 

• Runner-Up was 'Midnight Oil,' the Best Tall Bearded and the Best Black Iris.  Both were grown by Don and Pat 
Freeman, who will be awarded the silver medal and certificate for their eleven blue ribbon winners. 

• Charles and Sonja Hensley will be awarded the bronze medal and certificate for their eight first place winners. 
• Other sections that made up the show included 9 Space Agers, 4 Historic Irises, 1 Bulbous Dutch Iris, 1 Border 

Bearded, 4 Spurias, 1 English Box,11 Artistic Designs, and 2 Educational Exhibits. 
• Pat Freeman entered the Best Design of the show with "Iris Fantastic" while Nelda Moore captured Artistic 

Sweepstakes by having the most first place winners in Division IV or Artistic Designs. 
 

Judges were Peggy and David Lamb from Garland and Dell Perry from Plano who selected Ken Fuch's Educational 
Exhibit about the Iris Society of Austin the better of these two entries in the Horticulture Division.   Alys Honey and 
Angie Smith judged the Artistic Division. 

 
 

Want to Try Growing Irises in Austin?  Nelda Moore of the Iris Society recommends the following Iris’s that will grow well in our 
Austin gardens. 
 

For smaller varieties, select 'Cranberry,' a Border Bearded that is a deep red; 'Bottled Sunshine,' an Intermediate Bearded, bright 
yellow with yellow borders and hafts; and 'Eleanor Roosevelt,' a purple. 
 

Everyone loves Reblooming Irises that can bloom again in the fall:  'Immortality' white; 'Jennifer Rebecca' rose pink self;' Recurring 
Dream' purple self; 'Champagne Elegance,' amoena--white standards with pale lavender pink atop buff apricot falls; "Clarence,' white 
standards crowned violet blue with falls that are light blue-violet. 
 

Space Age Irises have horns, spoons, or appendages above the beard: 'Conjuration' white with violet blue edging; 'Mesmerizer,' 
white; 'Thornbird,' buff or tan with purple; 'Triple Whammy,' yellow white with blue beards. 
 

Other irises that grow well in Central Texas by floral color are the 
following: 
• Orange--Orange Celebrity, Thai Orange, Voltage 
• Reddish Brown--Rustler 
• White--Skating Party, Sponsorship 
• Pink--Persian Berry, Coral Point, Lady Friend, Chasing 

Rainbows, a pink caramel 
• Black--Midnight Oil, Hello Darkness, Dusky Challenger, a silky-

rich dark purple 
• Blue--Ty Blue, Absolute Treasure 
• Red Purple--Ida Red, Red Masterpiece, Red Handed 
• Plicata--Rare Treat, Uncertain Times 
 
Rhizomes from some of these winners and recommended varieties 
will be sold September 11 from 9 am until 4 pm in the Norris 
Conference Center of Northcross Mall, 2525 W. Anderson Lane, 
Building 3, according to President Tracey Rogers. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT ZILKER BOTANICAL GARDEN 

Saturday, June 19  10am-noon  
Free Seminar: Basic Landscape Design Principles 
Does your garden need a remodel? Or do you need a landscape design but don’t know where to start? This seminar 
is the first in a two-part series to teach how to design your garden. Attend one or both to explore the basics of 
landscape design. The first seminar, Basic Landscape Design Principles, will help get your creative juices flowing by 
exploring ways to use your space and by looking at various garden styles. We will learn about basic design 
principles such as texture, color, and function that will help you to create a pleasing environment.More info 
at www.tcmastergardeners.org 

Saturday, June 26  10am-noon 
Free Seminar: Rainwater Harvesting  
Come enjoy a free seminar concentrating on capturing rainwater and lowering water usage in your landscape. This 
session will teach you all the basics on building a non-potable rainwater harvesting system. In addition, lower your 
water usage by learning about rain gardens which capture valuable rainwater in your landscape. Vendors 
representing tank and gutter companies will be available to answer specific questions. City of Austin 
representatives will be available to answer permit and rebate questions. More info at www.tcmastergardeners.org 

Saturday, July 10   10am-Noon 
Free Seminar: Designing Your Landscape 
Does your garden need a remodel? Or do you need a landscape design but don’t know where to start? In this 
second landscape design seminar, we will explore the step-by-step process of creating a landscape plan. We will 
discuss the creation of drawings from site analysis through concept to a final planting plan. Learn how to measure 
your yard and draw a base plan to scale. This seminar will introduce the tools you need to create the garden you 
have always wanted. More info at www.tcmastergardeners.org 

Saturday, July 24   10am-Noon 
Free Seminar: Better Photography in the Garden 
This class will help you capture the beauty of nature with your camera. Learn tips on capturing plants and insects in 
the garden to get the most impact. Discussion will include how lighting, focal length and aperture interact in 
composing photographs and how to use your camera's programs (landscape, portrait, etc.) effectively. After the 
presentation, we'll go out into the Botanical Garden to practice our new skills. Participants must bring their own 
camera, and have an understanding of how to work it. All types of cameras are welcome. Prerequisite: study the 
owner's manual on your camera. Bring your camera for some practical exercises. More info 
at www.tcmastergardeners.org 

Aug 28-29: Bamboo Show & Sale 
10am - 6pm Saturday & 10am - 5pm Sunday 
Celebrate the Wonders of Bamboo at the 18th Annual Texas Bamboo Festival in the Oak Grove at Zilker Botanical 
Garden on Saturday and Sunday, August 28-29, 2010. Hours: 10 am - 6 pm  Saturday, 10 am - 5 pm Sunday. 
Admission is free, parking $3. This year’s theme is "Growing and Using Bamboo". Our guest presenter is Matthew 
English, a permaculture designer, ecological educator and a bamboo artisan who has been working with growing 
and crafting bamboo since 1998. Bamboo plants and crafts will be on sale both days and there will be education 
presentations. More details are available at http://www.bamboocentral.net/bamboofestival18.html 
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ZILKER GARDEN FESTIVAL FLOWER SHOW 
Sandra Holt, Flower Show Chairman 

Thank you to all those who worked tirelessly to make the 2010 
Flower Show  such a huge success, and to those who attended the 
Flower Show during the Zilker Garden Festival, March 27 and 28, 
2010! 

The Violet Crown Garden Club will be hosting another show Oct. 2 
& 3, 2010 which will be open to the public  Saturday 1- 4:30pm  and 
Sunday 1 - 4pm.  Plan to attend to see more lovely designs and 
horticulture from the Austin area. 

 

CELEBRATE THE WONDERS OF BAMBOO AT THE 18TH ANNUAL TEXAS BAMBOO FESTIVAL 
by Carole Meckes 

Celebrate the Wonders of Bamboo at the 18th Annual Texas Bamboo Festival in the Oak Grove at Zilker Botanical 
Garden on Saturday and Sunday, August 28-29, 2010. Hours: 10am - 6pm  Saturday, 10am - 5 pm Sunday. Admission is 
free, parking $3. 

This year’s theme is "Growing and Using Bamboo" as once you start to grow bamboo - you eventually have to harvest 
it, so it is always good to have new ideas on things to do with the canes that you harvest. Harvesting the bamboo 
renews the plants and grove and allows the bamboo to have a more open feel. Different species of bamboo yield 
different types of bamboo canes so their uses are varied. Some canes are straight and some are curvy, some are 
strong and solid and some are thinner walled and weak. 

This year our guest presenter is Matthew English, a permaculture designer, ecological educator and a bamboo artisan. 
He has been working with growing and crafting bamboo since 1998 and has been involved in workshops ranging from 
Japanese bamboo baskets, bamboo construction, identification and propagation to bamboo furniture crafting. He is 
skilled in basic bamboo joinery and will be on hand both days to demonstrate different techniques of 
working with bamboo. 

The question of control always comes up whenever bamboo is mentioned and bamboo can be 
controlled in several different ways. One way to control the bamboo is to keep it groomed. For running 
bamboo, cutting down the new shoots in the spring and fall is the easiest method of control, plus 
you can cook even the runaway shoots if you catch them before they get over a foot tall and 
they are a tasty, nutritious food. 

Bamboo plants and crafts will be on sale both days and there will be education 
presentations. More details are available at  
http://www.bamboocentral.net/bamboofestival18.html 
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Chrysalis GIFTSHOP FEATURED ARTIST  
BY JULIE JOHNSON 

Elena Rojo  
Company: Rojo Bella  

 
How long have you been practicing your art?   
Specifically jewelry design, about 13 years.  I have also dabbled in Art - drawing 
and painting.  My entire family has some kind of art background from floral 
design to music. 
 
How would you describe your art?   
I use vintage pieces and anything different to put together a unique piece.  All my pieces are one of kind and I 
usually do not make anything twice.  I have a keen eye for color and I do not believe in symmetry. 
 
Any particular inspirations?  
Nature, dreams, colors of fabric and food.  
 
Have you had any training or are you just naturally this good at your craft?  
Since I have been taking art classes since a child and have been surrounded by art all my life, the color and 
design come naturally. I did take a couple of classes and then from there learned on my own! 

 Exclusive Offer to AAGC Garden Club members until July 15th 

20% off  any of  Elena’s unique necklaces  



 Down the Garden Path                                 - 12 -                                       June 2010 

 

 

Down the Garden Path is a publication of the Austin Area Garden Council, Zilker Botanical Garden. 
Sign up for the online version at www.zilkergarden.org  

Zilker Botanical Garden 
2220 Barton Springs Rd 
Austin TX 78746 

                                                                         512-477-8672 
                                                          www.zilkergarden.org 
                                                        news@zilkergarden.org 
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Donna Friedenrich 
Bob Beyer 
Julie Johnson 
Nelda Moore 
Sandra Holt 
Carole Meckes 
Jeff Pavlat 

Layout:  
Paula Middleton 

Editor:  
Bob Beyer, txbeyer@austin.rr.com  

 

 

 

Read reviews from visitors to Zilker 
Botanical Garden on Yelp.com – 4 ½ 
stars out of 5 makes our garden sing!  

is one of the oldest garden clubs in Texas. It was 
established by Clara Driscoll in 1924, and federated 
in 1928. Read more about Violet Crown Garden 
Club on their website— 

 

www.violetcrowngardenclub.org 

 

53rd Zilker Garden Festival Photo Gallery 

53rd Zilker Garden Festival celebrated another successful year!  Thousands of eager 
shoppers came through the gates on Saturday and Sunday, to enjoy a one-stop, garden 
shopping experience. Enjoy our photo album online at  www.zilkergarden.org  

 

mailto:txbeyer@austin.rr.com�
http://www.yelp.com/biz/zilker-botanical-gardens-austin�
http://www.violetcrowngardenclub.org�
http://www.zilkergarden.org�


 Down the Garden Path                                 - 13 -                                       June 2010 

 

 THANK YOU TO OUR NEWEST WALK OF FRIENDS BRICK DONORS!  

DONATE A BRICK TODAY!  
 
Order forms are available at the Garden Center or can be 
downloaded from the web site at: www.zilkergarden.org, 
click on Support and then Walk of Friends. 
 
It's easy! Select the size of brick you would like, choose 
your message and return the form with your payment. For 
more information, contact Sandra Holt at 512-345-3164. 

Kay Aielli 
Giulia Luca 
Becky Botken 
Peggy Kong 
Aaron Crain (2) 
Vera Balcom-Boone 
Chris & Ela Denny (2) 
Susan Phillips 
Keith Gallimore 
Misty Fridono 
LHG Guyton 
Lou Jean Schneider 
JoAnn Hall 
Michael Jim 
Pat Hartman 
Michael Mulvaney 
Sam Henry 
Mary Volente 

Jo Anne Hollister 
Brittney Hoch 
Hela Holoubek 
Jesse Harris 
Jo Anne Miller 
David Renault 
Laura Joseph for Dr. Steve Reynolds 
Christy Seal 
Charles Thrash 
Angela Ward 
AAGC for Mary & Wilton Orson 
AAGC for Norma J. Lynch 
Eileen Ciarlo 
Jesse Harris 
Barbara Selke-Kern 
Larry Kaplan 
Garden Club of Austin for Chuck Burt 
Garden Club of Austin forSol Steinberg  

$100 Bricks (4”x8”) 

 

 AAGC for Bill Ater 
Sarah Goodfriend 
 Michael Hylton 
 Keith Prilliman 

AAGC for Sadie Mc Rae 
AAGC for Bette J. Millis 
Don Spellmann 

$500 Bricks (8”x8”) 

 
KLRU's Central Texas Gardener 

 

This weekly gardening show is a rich source of 
information for Austin and Central Texas 
gardeners. Check out their weekly show schedule 
for topics & air times, the "To Do List" for 
monthly gardening tasks, and much more…         

http://www.klru.org/ctg/�

